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Figure 10.5  n  Private Prison Facilities Owned or Controlled by GEO Group as of 2013

What advantages and disadvantages do private prisons offer? If you were governor of a state, would you 
use them? Why or why not? Why do you feel there are more of these facilities in the South versus the North?

Source: Sourcewatch, The Center for Media and Democracy.
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example, in Colorado, private probation services supervise those convicted of DUI and driv-
ing while ability impaired (DUAI).

GOALS OF CORRECTIONAL  
RESPONSES IN THE COMMUNITY

The goals of correctional responses in the community align with the perspectives  
and purposes of the overall criminal justice system. In Chapter 1, we identified the five  
overlapping perspectives of the criminal justice system: crime control, rehabilitation, due 
process, restorative justice, and nonintervention. The purposes and goals of corrections in 
the community align with these perspectives. Further community correction sentences are in 
many ways an improvement over traditional incarceration.

Punishment
One goal of community-based responses is to punish  offenders for their lawbreaking 

behavior and to do so in a way that better deters future criminal acts. Contrary to popular ste-
reotypes, community corrections are not a “walk in the park,” and when given a choice some 
people convicted of crimes choose prison over corrections in the community. The approach 
taken by corrections in the community is thought to reduce rates of recidivism, which is a 
measure that identifies relapse into criminal offending behavior. Not only does corrections in 
the community deter future criminal acts by the offender (specific deterrence) but it also is a 
form of general deterrence to those around the offender.
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